
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



PATENT 



Applicant: 



Randy Higashi, et al. 



Examiner: 



to be assigned 



Serial No. 



10/779,374 



Group Art Unit: 



to be assigned 



Filed: 



February 13,2004 



Docket No. 



70467-010101 



Title: 



CONVERTIBLE SHEET MATERIAL AND BAG 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 CFR 1.8 

Date of Mailing: March 1 . 2004 

I hereby certify that this correspondence and identified enclosures are being deposited with the United States Postal Service, first class mail, 
postage prepaid, under 37 CFR 1.8 on the date indicated, and addressed to MAIL STOP: IDS, Commissioner for Patents, Post Office Box 
1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. , 



MAIL STOP: IDS 
Commissioner for Patents 
Post Office Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Sir/Madam: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, applicant brings the references listed on the 
attached Form PTO-1449 to the examiner's attention. 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. Do not construe the filing 
of this information disclosure statement as a representation that applicant has made a search (37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(g)), or as an admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability, or that no other material information exists. We enclose copies of any cited foreign 
documents. Copies of the U.S. references are not enclosed. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted: 

^ 1 . Within three months of the filing date of a national application other than a 



continued prosecution application under 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(d), or within three 
months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.491 
in an international application; or before the mailing date of a first Office action 
on the merits, and therefore, Applicant believes no fee is required; 
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□ 2. After the period specified in paragraph (1) above of this section, but before the 

mailing date of either a final action under 37 CF.R. § 1.1 13, or a notice of 
allowance under 37 CF.R. § 1.31 1, whichever occurs first, and is accompanied 
by either: 

□ a. A statement that: 

(i) Each item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months before the filing of the information disclosure statement; or 

(ii) No item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge 
of the person signing the statement after making reasonable 
inquiry, no item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in 37 
CF.R. § 1 .56(c) more than three months before the filing of the 
information disclosure statement; 

□ b. The fee for filing an Information Disclosure Statement under 37 CF.R. § 

1.1 7(p) is $180.00. 

□ 3 . After the period specified in paragraph (2) of this section, but on or before 

payment of the issue fee and is accompanied by: 

O a. A statement that: 

(i) Each item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months before the filing of the information disclosure statement; or 
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(ii) No item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge 
of the person signing the statement after making reasonable 
inquiry, no item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in 37 
C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months before the filing of the 
information disclosure statement; 



□ b. A petition requesting consideration of the information disclosure statement; 

and 

□ c. The petition fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(i). 



Applicant would appreciate the examiner initialing and signing a copy of attached Form 
PTO-1449 indicating that he or she considered the information and made the information of record. 

If the transmittal letter is separated from this document and the PTO determines that an 
extension or other relief is required, applicant petitions for any required relief including extensions 
of time and authorizes the Commissioner to charge the cost of such petitions and/or other fees due in 
connection with the filing of this document to Deposit Account No. 50-2638. 

Authorization is hereby given to charge any fees due, or credit any overpayment of fees, to 
Deposit Account No. 50-2638. 



Customer Number 33717 
GREENBERG TRAURIG, LLP 
2450 Colorado Avenue, Suite 400E 
Santa Monica, CA 90404 
Phone: (310)586-7770 
Fax: (310) 586-0271 
E-mail: bermanc@gtlaw.com 

\\LA-SRV01\223292v01 



Date: March 1,2004 




Charles Berman 
Reg. No. 29,249 
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Attorney Docket Number 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Application Number 


10/779,374 


Filing Date 


February 13, 2004 


Applicant(s) 


Randy Higashi, et al. 


Group Art Unit 


to be assigned 


Examiner Name 


to be assigned 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


C V A \A PMPD 
C-AAMlfNllK 

INITIALS 


NUMBER 


ISSUE DATE 


PATENTEE 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE IF 
APPROPRIATE 




D482,224 


11.18.03 


DeCet 










D465.687 


11.19.02 


Sandbeck 










D418.713 


01.11.00 


Robbins et al. 










D418,355 


01.04.00 


DeCet 










D413.477 


09.07.99 


Chang 










D409.874 


05.18.99 


Amick et al. 










D405,261 


02.09.99 


Lo 










D388,273 


12.30.97 


Propper 










D382J57 


08.26.97 


Vick 










D379/730 


06.10.97 


Dickman 










D360,797 


08.01.95 


Evans 










D341,979 


12.07.93 


Peters 










D341,285 


11.16.93 


Kraus 










D322,532 


12.24.91 


Kumar et al. 










6,668,400 


12.30.03 


Nichols et al. 










6,647,570 


11.18.03 


Ong 










6,541,096 


04.01.03 


Richards et al. 










6,519,796 


02.18.03 


Sloot 










6,493,891 


02.17.02 


Livingston 










6,408,462 


06.25.02 


Moone 










6,393,638 


05.28.02 


MacCall 










6,367,083 


04.09.02 


November 










6,343,968 


02.05.02 


Louie 










6,276,828 


08.21.01 


Otley et al. 










6,260,219 


07.17.01 


Bartosik 










6,223,367 


05.01.01 


French et al. 










6,212,711 


04.10.01 


Gilmour 










6,192,536 


02.27.01 


Connors 










6,135,635 


10.24.00 


Miller et al. 










6,129,452 


10.10.00 


Hakulin 










6,105,188 


08.22.00 


Perez-Mesa et al. 










6,061,849 


05.16.00 


Seals 










6,058,530 


05.09.00 


Wheeler 










6,023,797 


02.15.00 


Brumfeld 










5,987,667 


11.23.99 


Hovaly et al. 










5,961,018 


10.05.99 


Abelbeck et al. 
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Attorney Docket Number 
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Application Number 


10/779,374 


^^-pTg^OTMATION DISCLOSURE 
Q STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


Filing Date 


February 13,2004 


Applicant(s) 


Randy Higashi, et al. 


i (use^ many sheets as necessary) 


Group Art Unit 


to be assigned 


Examiner Name 


to be assigned 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIALS 

1111 1 1 iV L*/Lj 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


ISSUE DATE 


PATFNTFF 






FILING DATE IF 

APPRHPRT ATP 




5,946,723 


09.07.99 


DiPrato et al. 










5,941,638 


08.24.99 


Fonseca 










5,938,336 


08.17.99 


Kine 










5,899,571 


05.04.99 


Chalk 










5,895,118 


04.20.90 


Hensley 










5,887,301 


03.30.99 


Anderson 










5,843,556 


12.01.98 


Levas 










5,819,343 


10.13.98 


Zampiri et al. 










5,804,279 


09.08.98 


Pluth 










5,785,219 


07.28.98 


Kraft 










5,774,912 


07.07.98 


Dominique 










5,770,284 


06.23.98 


Lagemann 










5,758,373 


06.02.98 


Bloejtes 










5,737,785 


04.14.98 


Casey 










5,730,529 


03.24.98 


Fritz et al. 










5,729,846 


03.24.98 


Sullivan 










5,693,398 


12.02.97 


Granger 










5,692,257 


12.02.97 


Albertieri 










5,644,807 


07.08.97 


Batistella 










5,629,071 


05.13.97 


Feldman 










5,622,300 


04.22.97 


Robinson 










5,618,110 


04.18.97 


Sullivan 










5,587,219 


12.24.96 


Schofield 










5,499,411 


03.19.96 


Wong 










5,481,767 


01.09.96 


Lewis 










5,467,487 


11.21.95 


Sicord 










5,463,783 


11.07.95 


Pope 










5,454,643 


10.03.95 


Sullivan 










5,443,880 


08.22.95 


Wike 










5,435,025 


07.25.95 


Gerard et al. 










5,406,659 


04.18.95 


Camp 










5,404,600 


04.11.95 


DeMars 










5,394,575 


03.07.95 


Wolter et al. 










5,370,461 


12.06.94 


Smith et al. 










5,370,460 


12.06.94 


Nelson 










5,346,308 


09.13.94 


Buhot et al. 
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FORM PTO-1449 


Attorney Docket Number 


70467-010101 


^»JIOTORMATION DISCLOSURE 
^MEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(usej? many sheets as necessary) 


Application Number 


10/779,374 


Filing Date 


February 13, 2004 


Applicant(s) 


Randy Higashi, et al. 


Group Art Unit 


to be assigned 


Examiner Name 


to be assigned 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 


DOCUMENT 


feci ip rjATP 


r A 1 cJN 1 lie 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE IF 
APPROPRIATE 




5 287 571 


02 22 Q4 


IvaUClllaLIlCI 










5 244 27R 


00 14 0^ 
\jy. i^r.yj 












5,187,823 


02.23.93 


Ferguson et al. 










5,110,219 


05.05.92 


Lopes 










5,103,515 


04.14.92 


Bird 










5,072,467 


12.17.91 


Hunt 










5,018,229 


05.28.91 


Eberhart 










4,991,978 


02.12.91 


Ostrowski 










4,984,906 


01.15.91 


Little 










4,856,912 


08.15.89 


Dumas et al. 










4,794,029 


12.27.88 


Tennant et al. 










4,723,300 


02.02.88 


Aranow 










4,195,378 


04.01.80 


Parker 










4,188,988 


02.19.80 


Agyagos 










4,164,275 


08.14.79 


Davis 










3,976,113 


08.24.76 


Kim 










2,659,404 


11.17.53 


Kelsey 










2,344,010 


03.14.44 


Walsh 










2,315,126 


03.30.43 


Michalko et al. 










FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIALS 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


PUBLICATION 
DATE 


COUNTRY OR PATENT OFFICE 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 



















OTHER DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIALS 



Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article, title of the item (book, magazine, journal, 
serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where 
published. 



EXAMINER 
SIGNATURE 



DATE 

CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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